Welcome to Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church

5631 N Adams Road Sunday Worship Schedule
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 9:00 - Traditional
Phone: 248.646.5041 11:15 - Contemporary style
Website: www.bslcmi.org 3rd Sunday of the month at 10:15—

Service of the Word for Wholeness

Twelve Common People

“Philip - The Pragmatist”
9:00—August 31, 2025

Jesus called twelve common people to be his first followers who did uncommon things to
change the world. This week, we learn about Philip, a seeing-is-believing kind of guy. He
wanted proof, and he wanted to know the plan. Philip is very much like those of us who
have heard too many false promises and are hesitant to invest until we are convinced fully
in a person or a thing.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
GATHERING WORSHIP MUSIC  “You Are the Way” Austin Lovelace
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSION MOMENT “Small Groups”

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P: In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

: Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “O God beyond All Praising” ELW 880
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THE GREETING

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today

and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;

for we can only wonder at ev'ry gift you send,

at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

The flow'r of earthly splendor in time must surely die,

its fragile bloom surrender to you, the Lord most high;

but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown—
though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown:
for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us free,
and we through him are given the final victory.

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,

that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,

we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,

and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave to your apostles Philip and James grace and
strength to bear witness to your Son. Grant that we, remembering their victory of faith,
may glorify in life and death the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
and you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR MISSION STATEMENT

P: Although as individuals we are unique in many and various ways, we gather as a
congregation for a common mission.

C: Beautiful Savior is a biblically grounded community who unites to follow and
share the way of Jesus.



MEMORY VERSE Proverbs 3:13-14 Gwen Fitzgerald

A: Together, let us recite the memory verse:

C: Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding, for her
income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold.

INTRODUCTION TO THE READING

READING 2 Timothy 4:1-8

A: The reading according to second Timothy, the fourth chapter.

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: > proclaim the message; be
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage,
with the utmost patience in teaching. * For the time is coming when people will not put up
with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers
to suit their own desires, * and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away
to myths. > As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
carry out your ministry fully.® As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and
the time of my departure has come. ’ I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. 8 From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also
to all who have longed for his appearing.

A: The word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL VERSE
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FIRST GOSPEL John 14:1-14

P: The First Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. > In my Father’s
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? * And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. * And you know the
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way to the place where I am going.” °> Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where
you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. ” If you know me, you
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip
said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ® Jesus said to him, “Have
I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? '° Do you not believe that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. ! Believe me that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. ! Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that
I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. ° 1
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. #If
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SECOND GOSPEL John 1:43-51

P: The Second Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

“3 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” “*Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. * Philip found
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” *¢ Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” *’ When Jesus
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there
is no deceit!” *® Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered,
“I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” #° Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” *° Jesus answered, “Do you believe
because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than
these.” >! And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE The Rev. Dr. Philip Hemke, Pastor Emeritus
SERMON The Rev. Dr. Philip Hemke, Pastor Emeritus



HYMN OF THE DAY “You Are the Way” ELW 758
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You are the way; to you alone 3 You are the life; the rending tomb
from sin and death we flee; proclaims your conqu'ring arm;

all those who search for God, you find and those who put their trust in you
and by your grace set free. not death nor hell shall harm.

You are the truth; your word alone 4 You are the way, the truth, the life;
true wisdom can impart; grant us that way to know,

you only can inform the mind that truth to keep, that life to win,
and purify the heart. whose joys eternal flow.

APOSTLES’ CREED

P:

C:

God has made us God’s own people through our baptism into Christ. Living together
in trust and hope, we confess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH Gwen Fitzgerald

A:

Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.

A brief'silence.

A:

>

>

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday school
teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the word of
God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O God.

: Your mercy is great.

For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor in
fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and provide
for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. Hear us, O God.

: Your mercy is great.

For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. Guide them to
enact just laws and policies for all. On this Labor Day weekend, make us mindful of
workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us, O God.

: Your mercy is great.



A: For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of vulnerable
communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or struggle to make ends
meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your loving presence (especially those
we now name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

>

For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and greeters a
spirit of welcome for guests, and bless the work of those who feed and nourish us. Hear
us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

>

For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks (especially those we now
name aloud or in the quiet of our hearts). With them, we offer our sacrifice of praise
to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and forever. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

>

Faithful Lord, we pray that deep and persistent prayer permeates our congregation, not
only as we seek your will for an associate pastor, but also as we seek your vision for
our Beautiful Savior community. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.

C: Amen.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
STEWARDSHIP READING Proverbs 10:4

A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.
OFFERING “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” Michael Costello
OFFERING PRAYER

P: Letus pray. Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest
is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that
we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

HOLY COMMUNION “Jesu, Priceless Treasure” J. G. Walther
POST HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING



PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION

P: Together let us pray:

C: Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell
of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded
and weary world. Amen.

BLESSING
SENDING HYMN “O Living Bread from Heaven” v. 1,2, 4 ELW 542
1 O living Bread from heaven, 4 Oh, grant me then, well-strengthened
how well you feed your guest! with heav'nly food, while here
The gifts that you have given my course on earth is lengthened,
have filled my heart with rest. to serve you, free from fear;
O wondrous food of blessing! and bring me home to praise you
O cup that heals our woes! where none can peace destroy,
My heart, this gift possessing, where I will ever raise you
in thankful song o'er flows. glad songs in endless joy.

2 My Savior, you have led me
within your holiest place,
and here yourself have fed me
with treasures of your grace;
for you have freely given
what earth could never buy,
the bread of life from heaven,
that now I shall not die.

DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” Anna Laura Page

Discover the incredible power God
gives you through spiritual gifts.

7



FOREVER HOME RUN

SAATURID AN
GOEGBEER
(HTH YOS

Join us for more than just a race. This is your
opportunity to help foster kids find forever homes,
raise awareness and support adoptive families!

Forever Home Run Includes:

¢ Family friendly festival with bounce
house, games & more at 9:00 a.m.
Professionally timed & certified 5K course
Race bib and timing chip

T-shirt and finisher's medal

Virtual 5K option

5K Run/Walk /

Qam.

Family Festival Begins/

9am.

1K Dress-Up Dash /

10:30 a.m.
/ Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church /

5631 N. Adams Rd. Bloomfield Hills

/b\ LEGACY
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